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Dear CCM  Supporters,

Thank you for
helping us
create this

place of
encounter...

Fr Dustin Larson
Chaplain & Campus Minister

God Bless, 

I have been
absolutely amazed

at the blessings
that the Holy Spirit

has poured upon
Catholic Campus
Ministry at NMU! 

On a personal note, I am overjoyed that I have been
named Chaplain of Catholic Campus Ministry for the
next six years! I am both honored and blessed to keep
fostering the growth in our college students that you
are desirous to support. Please know of my prayers for
you and your intentions – thank you for being a partner
in mission on the campus of NMU! 

Once again, I have been absolutely amazed at the blessings that the Holy Spirit has
poured upon Catholic Campus Ministry at NMU! There are always new faces
showing up to our socials. Your financial and prayer-filled generosity have helped
ensure that these new faces continue to find welcoming students that will bring them
“into the fold.”

When students show up, they need two primary things: Jesus and one another. These
are two necessary building blocks of a united Catholic community. I am delighted to
say that when students show up to CCM, they find both. Thank you for helping us
create this place of encounter where students can be transformed by Jesus Christ and
then lead one another to Christ!

Encountering the
poor in Mexico City 1



YEAR OF ENCOUNTER         2022-23 MINISTRY GOALS

Together, we can work to create a ministry that
impacts and transforms every soul on the campus of
NMU!

Build our Monthly Giving to $6000 per month to support our
FOCUS Missionaries who are on the front lines.

Goal # 3: Provide the Encounter

Continue to transform the CCM Center and programming to
facilitate new encounters with Jesus and new students.

Goal # 1: Create the Encounter

Goal # 2:  Invite to Encounter
Network with parishes and schools to connect with incoming
students, parents, alumni, and parishioners.

Encountering Christ through 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 2



Simon Swager was one of 10 students
who went on a mission trip to Mexico
City during spring break to encounter
the poorest of the poor.  "I went on
mission because it was a chance to
see the faith as more than something I
do at home or at NMU. Rather, I was
able to see that Catholicism is 
 worldwide and that I'm not alone in
my passionate pursuit of the Lord. I
was most surprised that not even a
language barrier could stop the Lord
from completing His plan. I got a lot 
of graces from the trip, mostly 

because of interactions with people I
could barely speak with, but the Lord

the Lord worked
through each encounter
to open my heart to His

kindness...

in the coming year.  "On mission
you are fueled by Christ. Mission
encouraged me to let Christ be the
reason for everything I do and I
know this experience will change
other’s hearts in the same way."  

worked through each encounter to
open my heart to His kindness, which
was completely unexpected. If you are
given the opportunity to go on mission
or to support someone who is, DO IT!" 

The deepening of faith is palpable in
the young people who attended.  Over
half of the students who attended the
trip have also made the decision to
take a leadership role to reach new
students when they return to school
this upcoming fall semester.  Simon's
encounter will continue to shape him 

Kevin, the son of a mission employee, enjoyed
showing Simon around his hometown

Simon is giving himself in service
this summer by working with youth
at a Catholic Summer Camp.

Finding Christ in the Poorest of the Poor

3 CCM in Mexico City



Join us!
Living Faith Society

nmucatholic.org/LFS

Inspired by her time on mission and
Campus Ministry, Olivia has joined the
Living Faith Society, a group of donors
who support CCM monthly.
“I donate because I’ve seen how the
fruits from campus ministry have
continued long after I’ve graduated.

LEARN MORE:

Have you considered
supporting

 CCM monthly?

Olivia Theut ('18, '22) recently returned to
NMU for a Masters in social work.  She
joined CCM on the mission trip to
Mexico City.  "I found that I can
encounter Christ in everyone that I serve.
The trip solidified my calling to be a
social worker and I am so excited to allow
God to use me to serve His children." 

Catholic Campus Ministry helped
shape my faith by investing in me.

I was given opportunities to lead small
groups, bible studies, and teach CCD. Four
years after graduating I am still applying
those skills to my current parish."

 "Investing in Campus
Ministry is investing in the 

future of our Church." 
~ Olivia

Encountering Students and Shaping their Faith

4



Encounter: By the Numbers

Commissioned
Disciples13

After walking with a FOCUS missionary for a
semester, 13 students answered the call to be
"commissioned disciples."  They will be doing
what the missionaries do: leading Bible studies
and mentoring more students next year.

Hours in
Adoration186+

Students have access to daily Adoration in the
Oratory and an additional hour on Thursday
evenings.  They can also drop in anytime 24/7 for
personal prayer.

Your support for CCM this past year has helped
facilitate these encounters and more:

54 Food for Thought
Group Attendance

54

13186 Thanks to the generosity of local parishioners, a
free meal is provided, followed by an activity or a
faith-related talk.  Our record group was 54
people.
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60

Retreat attendance 
Over the course of three retreats, 43
different students participated in at least one
retreat this year. 

43

Students on
Mission11

This year we were able to send
11 students to 2 different parts of
the world to serve the Lord.  

11

Students in a
Bible Study60+

Through our partnership with FOCUS we
are able to increase the number of students
attending weekly Bible studies.  60+
students regularly participated during the
year (more info on page 10).

14 Moral Theology
Classes

Students were introduced to the basics of
moral theology, taught in-person by
Bishop John Doerfler. 12 students
participated in 14 different classes over 2
semesters.  The Bishop plans to teach
again next year.

43

14
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Organizations

Individuals

FOCUS

Revenue

Facility

 ($2,721 monthly)

 
Monthly
Donors

49

Committed Planned
Giving Legacy

 First-Time
Donors

154

11%
6%

Chaplain & Ministry Staff

Organization
Donors

12

Alumni 
Donors 

63

 
Donors gave more

that one gift this
fiscal year 

161

Individual 
 Donors

391

Parent
Donors

41

1

FRUITS OF YOUR GENEROSITY Our Partners in Mission
2020-2021 Financials

As a ministry that is built on relationships,
2/3 of our Annual Expenses employ people
to invite individuals into relationship with 

Jesus Christ and one another. 

Activity Programming &
Resources

Administrative Costs

Expenses

Facility Improvements

FOCUS Missionaries

Data below goes from July 1, 2021-May 31, 2022

21%

39%

40%

29%

40%

14%
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$6,000

$2,000

$0

$3,000

in monthly
support

$6,000 per month in order to sustain and
increase our mission beyond 2024. In the
meantime, any extra funds will be used
to complete projects here at CCM to
facilitate even more encounters with
Jesus Christ and one another.

Colin Holtan is a student who has walked
closely with Alek, a FOCUS Missionary,
this past year. “Working with Alek has
really shown me that I can continue
growing in my faith. I have been
attending a Bible study with him and
given the opportunity to look more in
depth into Scripture. He has talked to me
about how to continue to take my faith
with me and use it in my everyday life.” 

Through the generosity of ninety-three
individuals or organizations, we are
excited to announce that we have the
funds to continue partnering with
FOCUS Missionaries through December
of 2024!  This is an incredible milestone
for CCM, because it ensures that the
positive impact of the missionaries on
NMU’s campus will continue for the
immediate future!  Thank you for
helping us reach this milestone!

With this first milestone reached,
another must now be accomplished: in
order to sustain this new level of
outreach on NMU’s campus, we will
need to reach a goal of at least

Special thanks to a
Legacy of Faith
grant which helped
provide a match
grant for this effort.

FOCUS FUND REPORT
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Colin plans to lead a Bible study to
impact even more students this
upcoming semester.

4 Years Funded!

nmucatholic.org/LFS
Sustain the Impact



"Bible study has led me to
a deeper understanding

of who God is...

While walking on campus, Naseem
Ahmad was invited by a FOCUS
missionary and a few CCM students 
 to play of game of spikeball. What
started as a simple invitation ended
up being a life-changing encounter
with Christ.  "I accidentally stumbled
upon CCM during the first week of
school and I am so glad I stuck
around. CCM has provided me with 
a family I can go to at anytime on 
any day." 

Naseem joined a Bible study and a
community of faith-filled men.
"Bible study has led me to a deeper
understanding of who God is and
what he wants from me... [and]
connected me with a group of men 

FOCUS IMPACT: BIBLE STUDIES

"Thank you for all the support you've
given me on the continuous faith journey
I've been on and thank you for opening the
doors to CCM so that I could be a part of
your family... there is no doubt that God
led me here and for that, I am grateful."  
 

"There is no doubt that God
led me here and for that, 

I am grateful."

Bible studies are part of CCM's backbone
to lead students into deeper relationship
with Christ and one another.  Because of
your support, CCM has enabled over 60
students to experience a piece of this
"backbone" which was made possible by
our FOCUS missionaries this past year.

who keep me
accountable and
firm in the faith."  

Naseem is planning to lead a Bible study
for CCM this upcoming year.
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Naseem being confirmed

FRUITS OF THE MISSION
With a deep encounter with Christ in the
scriptures and a community who cares
about each student, there is conversion
of heart.  This year 6 students were
confirmed at the Easter Vigil.  Two in
particular had a profound experience
that led to deep relationship with Jesus
and ultimately their baptism and
confirmation;  Naseem Ahmad (story on
page 10) and Heather Suzor.

I never imagined my life with God in it,
now I cannot imagine my life without Him! 

Naseem being confirmed

Heather discovered CCM during
welcome week and signed up to go on
a hike.  After that, Jesus took her
heart and she never looked back. 
 "CCM has helped me build my faith
by always having people around to
answer my questions and show me the
beauty of the Catholic faith. Before
CCM, I knew the bare minimum
about anything in the Bible, and now
I know Jesus personally. Being in
discipleship and a Bible study has
helped me immensely by reading the
Scriptures for the first time and
learning how to live my faith..."  

Heather after baptism

"After months of reading,
talking with missionaries,
and searching..." Naseem
made the decision to be
baptized and confirmed.  

Heather is working with youth this
summer to prepare them to excel in
high school. 10



401 W. Kaye Ave, Marquette, MI 49855   
(906) 228-3302 nmucatholic.org/donate 

Catholic Campus Ministry at NMU

Follow us:       facebook.com/WILDCATholic

Important Upcoming Events

Miles for Ministry

Homecoming

Parent Weekend

#iGiveCatholic

Leave a Legacy for CCM
After providing for your family,
would you consider including
CCM in your will?  When you
commit to giving a planned gift,
you continue to support the Church
and leave a lasting legacy!

Saturday, August 20th

Friday, September 23rd
TBA

Saturday, October 8th
nmucatholic.org/family

Tuesday, November 29th
Early Give: Nov 14th

Donate now: nmucatholic.org/M4M

Students encounter Christ
in the Eucharist while on
mission in Mexico City


